
Vision Statement 

Our vision is to be more than a refuge; it is to be a revitalizing community where all may be saved, healed, 

strengthened, and equipped to go into the world on active mission for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The God We Can Know 

By 

Dr. Ryan Wilson 

 

 We have started our Sunday Night Bible Study time for all ages from 5:00-6:00 p.m.  The adults are meet-

ing with me in the sanctuary, and we are looking at Rob Fuquay’s book, The God We Can Know:  Exploring the 

“I Am” Sayings of Jesus.  Through these sayings, we learn Jesus’ identity and mission.  We see God’s highest 

revelation of God’s very own nature and purpose. 

 

 If you haven’t attended yet, let me encourage you to do so.  The study will run through the month of Oc-

tober.  You can join in any week (even if you can’t attend all of them) and be encouraged and strengthened in 

your faith walk.  We are discovering that God desires to be known and through these “I Am” statements, We not 

only get to know God more clearly, but we also get to know ourselves and God’s purpose for us.   

 

 In his book, The Practice of the Presence of God, Brother Lawrence, a lay brother in the Carmelite mon-

astery in Paris around 1692 wrote, “The more we know God, the more we will desire to know God.”  Moses dis-

covered that God wants to be recognized…God is not hiding…God doesn’t avoid us…God wants to be known.  

It takes eyes to see and ears to listen to see what all God is up to and how God wants us to join in.   

 

Hope you will join us on Sunday nights! 

A Columbarium! A What? 

Trinity’s Building and Grounds Committee is considering creating a Columbarium. This would be a facility to be used by persons choosing 

cremation as an alternative to traditional burial of the deceased. 

Typically such a facility contains small cubicles in which urns containing the cremains are located. Some cubicles allow for two urns in each 

one. Instead of grave stones, the columbarium identifies the cremains with names and dates etc. on a stone cover of each cubicle. St. Mark 

Methodist church has a small metal columbarium and St. Paul Catholic church has a large elaborate facility. Often a columbarium is placed in a 

garden setting. 

For Trinity to accomplish establishing such a facility, the congregation would vote to create it. The Building and Grounds Committee will   

propose a site, design, and the initial cost of the columbarium for the vote. The site would need to be on relatively level and accessible ground 

so those attending the inurnment service could be seated. Either a sub-committee of Building and Grounds or the Bereavement Committee could 

be tasked with the administration and care of the columbarium. 

Families choosing to use this would purchase a cubicle at a cost determined by the committee in charge of the columbarium. Depending on the 

choice of the site additional cost for grounds maintenance may be minimal. Cost for preserving cremains is usually considerably less than a 

traditional burial. 

Some Trinity families have already expressed interest in a columbarium and have committed money to cover some of the cost of providing it. 

For further details you may ask: Martha Hammett, Tony Williams, or Dan Laird. 
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WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 

DEACONS 

4-Jason Crawford   11-Michael Martin 

18-John McRoberts  25-Tommy Shaver 
 

USHERS 

4-Donnie Blackmon, Josh Barker, Junior Bearden, Jason Crawford, 

Wendy Evans, Debby Howard, Wallace Peebles, Kevin Pope,   

Charlie Thompson, John Thompson 

11-Steve Carwile, Jim Foster, Brenda Gaillard, Kris Frady, Gene     

Meason, Bill Sandifer, Stephen Scruggs, Anthony Smith, Jeff Taylor 

18-Albertine Anderson, Pat Cromer, Emily Derrick, Jeff Nix, Eddie 

Burkett, Buddy Poole, Beulah Pope, Tommy Shaver, John Vaught 

25-Barry Duvall, Scott Foster, Steve Grogan, Tim Hydrick, Chuck  

Middleton, Joyce Peebles, Kinsey Scott, Bill Thompson, Tony  

Williams 
 

GREETERS 

4-Richard & Allison Blackwell, Madi Duvall, Debby Howard, David 

& Carol Howle, Andy & Kris Frady 

11-Ron & Carla Gambrell, Pete & Aubrey Giacopelli, John & Nan 

Thompson, Jeff & Caitlin Nix 

18-Nick & Wendy Groomes, Jamie Price, Leon Scott, Pat & Brenda 

Cromer, Keith, Debra, & Marett Hart 

25- Empty Nesters Sunday School Class 

 

FLOWERS 

4-Barbara Sorrells  

11-Ron & Carla Gambrell 

18-Mike & Pam Hembree   

25-Brenda Gaillard 
 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 

4-Dean Hardister   11-David Bryant   

18-Stephen Scruggs  25-Al LeRoy 
 

SUNDAY AM FELLOWSHIP 

4-Wallace Peebles  11-Jeff Nix 

18-Joe Robinson   25-Tony Williams 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH LEADERS 

4-Rebecca Sires   11-Taylor Sires 

18-Kelly Greene   25-Sara Barker 

 

NURSERY LIST FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

4-Lydia Powell, Ashley Ellison 

11-Susan Williams, Ann Carwile       

18-Debby Howard, Kristen Vincent  

25-Matt & Sydney Howle 
 

NURSERY LIST FOR WORSHIP 

4-Tracey Crawford, Dohnia Burns, Harris & Brittany Martin,      

Matt & Sydney Howle 

11-Tina Middleton, Josh & Kerry Nimmons, Josh & Ashley       

Robertson 

18-Pete & Aubrey Giacopelli, Ben & Lauren Kroeger, Madi Duvall, 

Ashley Ellison 

25-Andy & Kris Frady, Lydia Powell, Phil & Marian Corn 
 

COUNTING COMMITTEE 

4-Josh Barker, Kent Norman, Buddy Poole 

11-Martin Hemphill, Greg Towe 

18-Pat Cromer, Jeff Nix  

25-Joe Robinson, Doug Dyson 

 

 

If you are not able to fulfill your monthly  

assignment, please contact the committee or church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

STAFF BIRTHDAYS 

Ryan Wilson - October 18 

Tony Vincent - October 20 

 

 

STAFF ANNIVERSARIES 

Tony Vincent - October 2004 
 

 
 
 



 

   
  Happy Fall! I love this cooler weather. It makes me so happy  

to watch the leaves change colors. It is an awesome reminder of God’s love 
 for us all. How amazing is it that the God who created the heavens and  

earth also took the time to make you and me!  
 

  Sunday nights are off to a great start. I am thrilled to see so many  
of our children enjoying our missions’ programs. Our preschool age group is  

doing the Simply Loved study for kids and loving it! GA’s and RA’s are always  
such a great time of fellowship and learning about global missions as well as local missions. 

 A HUGE thank you to our Sunday night volunteers. These programs would not be possible 
without you! I am praying we will be able to start singing again and preparing some music for  

the holidays. 
 

 I LOVE hearing about your God sightings. Please continue to share them  
with me through text or in person. This is such a huge reminder to me that God is  

working in the lives of those I love.  
 

“From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:16 

 

 

 Hello everyone! Fall is here and with it usually comes a host of exciting events around the church.  
While many of our usual events will be put on hold, we are still going to make do with what we can. We 
have started back Bible study on Sunday nights from 5-6, and so far that has gone really well. We are  
splitting up to keep our numbers low, and I want to give a huge thank you to Mary Grace for helping me 
each week.  
 
 Currently, our Bible study is about dealing with this new reality we find ourselves in, particularly  
our role as Christians during a pandemic. Following that, we will be doing a study on some specific books 
of the Bible to keep our focus narrow in a time where so much is being thrown at our kids at once. I am 
hopeful that someday soon we will be able to do something on Wednesday nights; but for now, we will 
stick to Sundays. 
 
 Looking forward, Susan and I are figuring out a way to do a cook-out for the youth this fall, but that 
will happen when the weather is nicer in the afternoons so we can be outside. I am unsure of a lock-in, but 
I am not outright canceling it yet. We are booked for our Ski Trip; so as of now we plan to go and I will 
keep you posted. As for the mission trip this summer, we are booking a spot at Passport and are making 
plans to go. Keep in mind all of these events depend on what we are safely allowed to do. I will continue 
to provide updates as often as possible. 

 Rebecca Sires         Children’s Corner    903-1303/Siresfamily5@yahoo.com 

Preston Cooley            Youth News                     723-4889        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music, Missions, and More…        Rev. Tony Vincent    tony@trinitybaptistsc.org 

Ringing Again! 

Trinity has had handbells for decades, but they’ve been silent for years. 

Ringing is a way to make music safer in worship since we currently can’t sing.  

We’re bringing back the bells and having a clinic October 2-3.  If you’re 

interested in more information about joining us, see Tony! 

Trinity on Mission Notes 
 With the continuing restrictions from COVID-19, it is a blessing to know that ministry and 

mission still continues!  God is at work even in times of pandemic. Be in prayer for all those 
who are serving around the world as the presence of Christ, but particularly for Scarlette 
Jasper and Rick Burnette, our Encouraging Church partners in Kentucky and Florida, re-
spectively.  Pray for safety as they seek to continue their ministry in these challenging days.  

 October is Trinity’s month at Sabbath Soup Kitchen.  Each Sunday in October a small group 
from Trinity will prepare and serve a hot Sunday lunch at Our Daily Bread.  Thanks to the 
groups who have agreed to serve.   

 Trinity on Mission will be meeting soon to discuss how we can support our partner ministries 
as they serve during this difficult time.  If you have an idea about a partner ministry we have 
supported in the past that you think we should consider supporting at this time, please 
reach out to our committee and let them know. 

 We’ve received so many thank you notes from Seneca Middle School, Trinity members, and 
Trinity Preschool Teachers for your overwhelming support at the start of school!  What a 
blessing!  Stop by the TOM bulletin board to see some of their notes! 

New Website Launched for Trinity! 
 

Take a look at www.trinitybaptistsc.org to see our newly 
updated and expanded website.  A few features: 

 Online giving is now available directly through Trinity’s 
website under the “give” tab. 

 Once our upgraded camera system is in place, we’ll be 
able to do our livestreaming of worship directly 
connected from the website and also archive past 
sermons. 

 You can sign up for email updates and weekly prayer list 
emails directly from the website. 

Check it out and let us know what you think! 



 

Greetings from the Preschool!  
 

We are off to an amazing start in our preschool. We have 85  

happy and healthy kiddos and 20 happy and healthy teachers.  

We enjoyed Bryson’s Apple Orchard in September and are looking 

forward to the Brock’s Pumpkin Patch later this month.  

We continued to be blessed by the love and support of all our 

preschool parents and church family.  
 

Reaching new heights. Leading children to be confident followers 

of Jesus. 
 

Rebecca Sires 

 

 
We welcome the following to our  

Trinity Baptist Church Family: 
 
 

 Amber Taylor joined the church on August 28, 2020, by professing faith      
in Christ as Lord and Savior and will be baptized by Immersion. Amber     
resides at 3923 West Oak Hwy., Westminster, SC 29693, with her        
children, Sebastian and Paisley. Her phone number is 864-557-1947. 
 
David Mason joined the church on September 6, 2020, by transfer from 
another Christian church. David resides at 1206 Houston St., Seneca,    
SC 29678. His phone number is 843-610-5247. 
 
Jack Shadwick joined the church on September 20, 2020, by professing 
faith in Christ as Lord and Savior and will be baptized by Immersion. Jack 
resides at 701 Bogey Blvd., Seneca, SC 29678 with his parents, Al and 
Jennifer and his sister Megan.  

 

Trinity Worship Update 
 

Effective: August 2, 2020, through the duration of the month of October 

Due to the rising number of Covid-19 cases in Oconee County and across the region, and with the safety of our 
membership and our community being of significant importance, the deacons and staff of Trinity are asking our 
church family to do the following to help stop the spread of this virus: 

 Worship will continue on-site each Sunday at 10:30 am.  Those with underlying health risks or any signs of 
sickness are encouraged to worship virtually through Facebook Live. 

 Those who attend worship on-site will be asked to wear masks while entering the building, leaving the build-
ing, and while interacting with anyone while on-site, whether in the church building or in the parking lot. 

 Masks will be available as needed at the entrance to the building, along with hand sanitizer. 

Remember: masks are important for your protection, but maybe more importantly for the protection of      
others, particularly those most vulnerable.  While we do not enjoy this and hope it soon ends, we must do all 
we can to keep our brothers and sisters well. 



 



Columbarium 

 Mr. Dan Laird gave a presentation of a potential Columbarium site here on the grounds of Trinity Baptist. 

 The placement of the site would allow for 36-48 units for a potential Columbarium with the potential for expansion. 

 Mr. Laird spoke of other churches and how their Columbaria work, including nearby St. Mark United Methodist Church here 

in Seneca. 

 Estimated costs for individuals to secure a spot have been estimated (from researching other, existing Columbaria) at        

approximately $3000.   

 The deacons suggested that information be sent out in The Carillon to gauge the interest of our church proceeding with a  

Columbarium on site.  Dr. Wilson will ultimately work with the committee to put this article out in the next edition of The 

Carillon.   

 Dr. Evans also suggested that we continue to discuss this over email exchange between this meeting and next. 

 

New Business 

Wednesday Night Discussion 

 We don’t anticipate doing meals to begin the Wednesday Night Worship.  We might consider this in October or November.  

We continue to evaluate the safety measures involved with meal prep and consumption. 

 In lieu of the likely postponement of the Fall Festival, we are considering a few, smaller fall opportunities to host outdoor 

meals on Wednesday evening. 

Other New Business 

 The October 25, 2020 Deacons Meeting marks the transition meeting as newly elected deacons will replace those rotating off 

the deacon board. 

 The deacons discussed how we plan to respond to Dr. Wilson’s State of the Church Report.  Dr. Evans is going to draft this 

for the deacons to continue responding.   

 

Financial Report  

Undesignated 

 Receipts for the month of August totaled $77,684.50.  This is amount is over our monthly budget needs by over 

$20,000.  This brings our year-to-date receipts to $477,930.32 - about $17,000 above our year-to-date budgetary needs. 

 The investment account (Wells Fargo) increased in value by $14,872.07 - of which $9,666.85 is allocated to undesignated. 

 Total undesignated cash and investments increased by $29,140.78, resulting in an ending balance in our undesignated       

accounts for the month of August at $461,198.74. 

Designated 

 Total designated cash and investments, excluding the Trinity Baptist Foundation, decreased by $19,926.72. 

 The designated, Trinity on Missions line, decreased by $8,890 as $13,600 were spent to fund various things.  Some of those 

items include gift cards that were purchased for our local teachers to help them buy supplies for their classrooms. 

 The Tornado Relief (Ins.) line decreased by $7,721.94 as bills were paid from insurance proceeds. 

 Total cash and investments at the end of August were $640,760.13  

 

The next Deacons Meeting will be October 25, 2020 at 9:00 (pending the status of Sunday School due to Covid 19 precautions).   

 

Dr. Ed Evans adjourned the meeting in prayer.   

 

The Deacons Meeting Minutes are presented to the church for information prior to its acceptance by the deacons in the August 

2020 meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted and yours in Christ, 

 

Al LeRoy 

 

 

Thank You!  

Trinity Baptist Church 

We feel so blessed knowing all of you are 

 praying for both of us! 

Thank You, 

Tim & Debi Clark 



Trinity Baptist Church 

Deacons Meeting Minutes 

September 27, 2020 

 

Deacons Present: Josh Barker, Curtis Brock, Jason Crawford, Ed Evans, Bob Faires, Al LeRoy, Michael Martin, John 

McRoberts, Karon Nation, Tommy Shaver 

 

Ex-officio: Tony Vincent, Ryan Wilson 

 

Devotional and Prayer 

 Dr. Wilson shared a devotion from the book: Simon Peter, Flawed but Faithful Disciple.  Ryan shared the legend of Peter’s 

burial and subsequent history of the process to retrieve his remains to be entombed under St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  The 

author shared that ultimately, it was scientifically determined that St Peter’s Basilica was quite literally built on the bones of 

Peter.  Ryan challenged us to consider what the church would be like if it was built on us.  He challenged us to continue to 

strive for service and devotion to the church community in order to strengthen our church’s foundation.  

  

Minutes from the August 23, 2020 Meeting 

 The minutes of the August 23, 2020 were discussed and accepted unanimously.   

 

Senior Minister’s Report 

 Sunday night kickoff was very successful a few weeks ago.  Dr. Wilson gave an overview of all the studies that are going on 

Sunday nights from adults to youth to children to nursery.  Ryan feels very good about the movement to normalcy that the 

Sunday night studies are bringing to our church family.   

 We will continue to feed the football team from time to time this season.   

 Sunday morning worship will continue as it is currently for the foreseeable future.  We will continue to strongly encourage 

mask wearing for another month. 

 Sunday School continues to be largely carried out in Zoom meetings.  There is some interest to meet face-to-face again in 

Sunday School.  This is going to be taken into consideration with potential spacing options throughout the facility to        

accommodate social distancing prior to finalizing face-to-face Sunday School opportunities.     

 This is the last week of deacon voting.  In fact, the voting closes on Wednesday, September 30.  Dr. Wilson is confident that 

the number of votes is reflective of past votes. 

 We are looking to hold baptism in October for two candidates for baptism. 

 We also look to have a Personnel Meeting coming in October.  This meeting is a strong indicator of all things staffing for the 

upcoming year. 

 The Preschool has recently gone to the annual Apple Orchard field trip. 

 We are still evaluating the status of Fall Festival.  The strong leanings at this time is to not have this event due to safety   

precautions due to the pandemic.   

 

Old Business 

Update on Worship 

 The Music Committee is still evaluating the use of congregational singing in worship.  Our stance continues to be not having 

congregational singing.  The singing will continue to be led from the ensemble only (and any other solos or small groups that 

might occur).  We will strongly encourage non-boisterous accompaniment behind the mask from the                                  

congregation – preferably humming.   

 In lieu of the likely postponement of the Fall Festival, we are considering a few, smaller fall opportunities to host outdoor 

meals on Wednesday evening.  More planning and evaluation of this will continue as we progress through the fall. 

Update on Facilities 

 Most of the major construction has been complete, with the exception of the bell tower repair, has been completed. 

 There are some minor things around the campus of the church still continue, but tornado damage repair is going well.   

 The mulch in the playground continues to withstand heavy water quite well. 

 The work needed for the weatherproofing and extension of the covered drive is going to be covered and taken care of      

completely with insurance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


